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Spring also brings a flurry of activity in our jurisdiction such as our business meeting on April 4th, the
Potentate’s Ball on April 6th, the Cherry Blossom Parade on April 13th, the Hospital Temple of the Month
Program in Philadelphia on April 18th, and the Olney Days Parade on April 28th. It is my hope to see most of
you at the business meeting and that we take the time to participate at these events to showcase our temple
and Shriners Children Hospital.

March has been an exciting travel month for First Lady Marcia and I, We travelled to Montevideo, Uruguay
along with Illustrious Sir Don and Lady Debbie to support our Uruguay Shriners Club at their 2024 installation
of officers. Please join me in congratulating Noble President Daniel Godoy and his officers in their new
positions and for an excellent installation program and reception. It was wonderful meeting all the Nobles
and their Ladies that were in attendance at this memorable event.

We also met Cecilia Perez Olivera, a former Shrine patient and daughter of Noble Gustavo who expressed her
sincere thanks for the care, professionalism, charisma, and love she received before, during and after her
surgery at the Chicago Shriners Children Hospital in October 1999. It was great to learn that she has grown up
to be an independent person that can walk and run. After completing her studies in Corporate
Communication and PR Marketing and Coaching back in 2020, she decided to start her studies in Psychology
to fulfill her dream to return to Shriners Hospital and contribute her services in some way.

Our sincere thanks to the outgoing President and Noble Alfredo Morato for the warm welcome and gracious
hospitality during our Uruguay stay; The lovely dinner and fellowship was a memorable experience. 

Yours in the faith,

 Potentate 2023-24
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Nobles and Ladies,

Greetings! It is hard to believe how fast March went marching by.

As we start to observe numerous trees and flowers starting to bloom, there really is
something about this time of the year that is invigorating. People are converting from jeans
and sweatshirts to shorts and t-shirts, walking a bit more quickly and with broad smiles.
Even pets seem to have more energy. Welcome Spring!
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Visit to the Grand Lodge of Uruguay
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Almas Uruguay Shrine Club Installation of Officers

President & Noble Daniel Godoy



P A S T  E V E N T  P I C T U R E S

H E L L O !  C A R P E N T E R  A R P A  I V ,  I  H O P E  Y O U  A R E  D O I N G  W E L L  A N D  T H A T  Y O U  H A D  A N  E X C E L L E N T

R E T U R N .

A S  W E  A G R E E D ,  I  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  S H A R E  M Y  E X P E R I E N C E  A S  A  P A T I E N T  ( # 4 6 6 6 9 )  A T  S H R I N E R

H O S P I T A L  F O R  C H I L D R E N ,  C H I C A G O ,  O C T O B E R  1 9 9 9 .

T H E  C A R E ,  P R O F E S S I O N A L I S M ,  C H A R I S M A ,  A N D  L O V E  I  R E C E I V E D ,  B E F O R E ,  D U R I N G ,  A N D  A F T E R

M Y  S U R G E R Y  W E R E  T H E  F U N D A M E N T A L  D R I V I N G  F O R C E  B E H I N D  M Y  S U C C E S S F U L  R E C O V E R Y .

T O D A Y ,  I  A M  A N  I N D E P E N D E N T  P E R S O N ,  W A L K I N G ,  R U N N I N G ,  T H A N K S  T O  A L L  O F  Y O U .  I F  I T

W E R E N ' T  F O R  T H A T ,  M Y  L I F E  W O U L D  H A V E  B E E N  V E R Y  D I F F E R E N T .  E V E R Y  T I M E  I  S H A R E  M Y

E X P E R I E N C E  W I T H  S O M E O N E ,  I  F E E L  T H E  D U T Y  T O  S H O W C A S E  T H E  M A G N I F I C E N T  W O R K  O F

S H R I N E R  H O S P I T A L S  F O R  C H I L D R E N .

I  A L S O  W A N T  T O  T E L L  Y O U  T H A T  T H I S  L I V E D  E X P E R I E N C E  N O T  O N L Y  L E D  M E  T O  M E E T

U N F O R G E T T A B L E  P E O P L E  B U T  A L S O  T A U G H T  M E  T O  E N J O Y  E V E R Y  M O M E N T  A N D  C H E R I S H  T H E

B E A U T I F U L  G I F T  T H A T  I S  L I F E .

I  W O U L D  A L S O  L I K E  T O  A D D  T H A T ,  J U S T  L I K E  U S ,  F O R M E R  S H R I N E R S  P A T I E N T S ,  W E  H A V E  N O

L I M I T S . . .  S O  A F T E R  S T U D Y I N G  C O R P O R A T E  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  P R ,  M A R K E T I N G ,  A N D

C O A C H I N G ,  I N  2 0 2 0  I  D E C I D E D  T O  S T A R T  M Y  S T U D I E S  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y  T O  F U L F I L L  M Y  D R E A M ,  T O

R E T U R N  T O  T H E  S H R I N E R S  A N D  C O N T R I B U T E  I N  S O M E  W A Y ,  W I T H  A  S M A L L  G R A I N  O F  S A N D ,  T O

T H E I R  M A G N I F I C E N T  W O R K .

I  A M  A T T A C H I N G  S O M E  V E R Y  V A L U A B L E  P H O T O S  F O R  M E ,  W H I C H  I  H O L D  D E A R  ( T H E  B E A R  T H A T

A C C O M P A N I E D  M E  D U R I N G  T H E  P R O C E S S ,  T H E  A C R Y L I C  B R A C E ,  A N D  M A N Y  C R A F T S  M A D E  2 5

Y E A R S  A G O ) .

L O O K I N G  F O R W A R D  T O  H E A R I N G  F R O M  Y O U  S O O N .

W A R M  R E G A R D S  T O  A L L  O F  Y O U ,

C E C I L I A  P É R E Z  O L I V E R A
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Former Shriners Patient
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Almas Divan 2024
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March Fez Friday
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April 6, 2024 - Potentate’s Ball (also see flyer below for more details)
Nobles,  The Almas Potentate's Ball will be on Saturday, April 6, 2024. The hours are 6 PM - 11 PM. It will be a
Masquerade Ball theme. 
Tickets are $90.00 / person. You may also purchase a table of 10 for $900.00. Tickets must be purchased by
March 29th at the following link https://www.almasshriners.org/event/2024ball/. If paying by check
please mail to the Recorder at Almas Temple 1315 K Street, NW Washington, DC 20005. We have secured
rooms next door at the Hamilton Hotel. Book a room at the following link 
Hamilton Hotel Washington DC - Reservations - Room Availability (synxis.com) 
Yours in the Faith,
Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P.
Recorder, Almas Shriners
MASA Deputy Director General 2023-2024
3rd VP, SRA
1315 K Street, NW,  Washington, DC 20005-3307
Phone: 202-898-1688   |    Fax: 202-789-1148
www.almasshriners.org | www.beashrinernow.com | www.getjustone.org | www.BeAFreemason.org

April 13, 2024 - 10 AM - Cherry Blossom Parade  10 AM (more details to below)

April 18,  2024 - Bus trip to Philadelphia Children’s Hospital. PLEASE SIGN UP ASAP so that a bus
can be chartered.  (more details below)

April 28, 2024 - Olney Days 2024 Parade 1 PM  (more details to follow)

June 29, 2024 - Blood Drive 8 AM- 1 PM (see flyer below)

July 4, 2024 - Nation Independence Day Parade (more info to come)

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
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UPCOMING EVENTS and HOLIDAYS

https://www.almasshriners.org/event/2024ball/
https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2024-04-05&chain=23827&child=0&currency=USD&depart=2024-04-07&group=ALMA040524&hotel=79503&level=hotel&locale=en-US&rooms=1
http://www.almasshriners.org/
http://www.beashrinernow.com/
http://www.getjustone.org/
http://www.beafreemason.org/
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T I C K E T S :

  H T T P S : / / W W W . A L M A S S H R I N E R S . O R G / E V E N T / 2 0 2 4 B A L L /

H O T E L :
 H T T P S : / / B E . S Y N X I S . C O M / ? A D U L T = 1 & A R R I V E = 2 0 2 4 - 0 4 -

0 5 & C H A I N = 2 3 8 2 7 & C H I L D = 0 ¤ C Y = U S D & D E P A R T = 2 0 2 4 - 0 4 -

0 7 & H O T E L = 7 9 5 0 3 & L E V E L = H O T E L & L O C A L E = E N - U S & R O O M S = 1

https://www.almasshriners.org/event/2024ball/
https://www.almasshriners.org/event/2024ball/
https://www.almasshriners.org/event/2024ball/
https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2024-04-05&chain=23827&child=0%C2%A4cy=USD&depart=2024-04-07&hotel=79503&level=hotel&locale=en-US&rooms=1
https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2024-04-05&chain=23827&child=0%C2%A4cy=USD&depart=2024-04-07&hotel=79503&level=hotel&locale=en-US&rooms=1
https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2024-04-05&chain=23827&child=0%C2%A4cy=USD&depart=2024-04-07&hotel=79503&level=hotel&locale=en-US&rooms=1
https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2024-04-05&chain=23827&child=0%C2%A4cy=USD&depart=2024-04-07&hotel=79503&level=hotel&locale=en-US&rooms=1
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N O B L E S  -  A L M A S  H A S  B E E N  I N V I T E D  T O  P A R T I C I P A T E  I N  T H E

S H R I N E R S  C H I L D R E N ' S  P H I L A D E L P H I A  T E M P L E  O F  T H E  M O N T H

P R O G R A M  O N  T H U R S D A Y ,  A P R I L  1 8 T H  2 0 2 4 .  T H E  P O T E N T A T E

W O U L D  L I K E  T O  H A V E  A S  M A N Y  P R E S E N T  A S  P O S S I B L E  A N D  I S

W I L L I N G  T O  C H A R T E R  A  B U S  I F  T H E R E  I S  E N O U G H  I N T E R E S T .  T H E

B U S  W O U L D  L E A V E  A T  A P P R O X I M A T E L Y  6 : 0 0  -  6 : 3 0 A M  F R O M  T H E

P A R K  A N D  R I D E  L O T  I N  A D E L P H I ,  M D  N E A R  T H E  I N T E R S E C T I O N  O F

I - 9 5  A N D  T H E  B E L T W A Y  ( I - 4 9 5 ) .  A N Y O N E  N O T  R I D I N G  O N  T H E  B U S

N E E D S  T O  B E  A T  T H E  P H I L A D E L P H I A  H O S P I T A L  B Y  9  A M  S H A R P .

P L E A S E  C O M P L E T E  T H I S  S U R V E Y  R E G A R D I N G  Y O U R  A T T E N D A N C E

H T T P S : / / W W W . A L M A S S H R I N E R S . O R G / P H I L A D E L P H I A - H O S P I T A L -

V I S I T /

Y O U R S  I N  T H E  F A I T H ,

D O N A L D  R .  F E R G U S O N ,  S R . ,  P . P

R E C O R D E R ,  A L M A S  S H R I N E R S

M A S A  D E P U T Y  D I R E C T O R  G E N E R A L  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4

3 R D  V P ,  S R A

1 3 1 5  K  S T R E E T ,  N W

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D C  2 0 0 0 5 - 3 3 0 7

P H O N E :  2 0 2 - 8 9 8 - 1 6 8 8

F A X :  2 0 2 - 7 8 9 - 1 1 4 8

W W W . A L M A S S H R I N E R S . O R G

W W W . B E A S H R I N E R N O W . C O M

W W W . G E T J U S T O N E . O R G

W W W . B E A F R E E M A S O N . O R G

Bus trip to Philadelphia Children’s Hospital

https://www.almasshriners.org/philadelphia-hospital-visit/
https://www.almasshriners.org/philadelphia-hospital-visit/
http://www.almasshriners.org/
http://www.beashrinernow.com/
http://www.getjustone.org/
http://www.beafreemason.org/
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Greeters Club
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2024 Christmas Ornament
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The Almas Shrine Legion of Honor held our regular meeting on October 5, 2023 at Almas Shrine. This was
our first meeting since the MASA Fall Session and was our election for the officers that with serve for the
next two years 2024/2025. The following nobles where elected; Noble John Freemom, Commander,
Noble Harold Sebastian, Lt. Commander, Ill. Sir Tony Murray, PP/PIC, Adjutant, Noble Robin Bodie,
Finance Officer.

The purpose of the Legion of Honor it to perpetuate the memory of those who have made the ultimate
sacrifice in the service of their country. We cultivate a spirit of comradeship among the members and
foster Patriotism and a Love of Country.

If you are Shriner in good standing of a Shrine Center of this Order who is a member or former member of
the Armed Forces of the United States of America, or her Allies, and have received an Honorable Discharge
from your last service or can produce evidence of such honorable service, come join the unit.

The Almas Legion of Honor meets Six (6) times a year, following the Business Meeting of Almas Shrine on
the first Thursday of the month. (January, March, May, August, October, and December).

Almas Legion is a member of the Mid-Atlantic Shrine Association Legions of Honor and the International
Association Legions of Honor. MASA LOH has it’s annual meeting in spring and is set by the MASA LOH
Commander. The IALOH holds their annual meeting in the spring and is set by the International
Commander. The IALOH also conducts an annual Wreath Laying at the Tomb of the Unknown, in
Arlington, VA the first weekend of November each year. This has been done for over Forty (40) years. For
more information about the IALOH visit the Web at IALOH.org.

It is and Honor to be a member of the Legion of Honor. For information about the Almas Legion Contact
the Commander or Adjutant.

Anthony S. “Tony” Murray, PP/PIC
Adjutant, Almas Legion of Honor

C L U B  N E W S
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Almas Legion of Honor



INGREDIENTS
½ cup butter
1 cup creamy peanut butter
2 cups milk chocolate chips
1 (17.5 ounce) package crispy corn and rice cereal (such as Crispix®)
1 pound confectioners' sugar

DIRECTIONS
 Place butter into a saucepan over medium heat. Add peanut butter and cook until butter is half
melted. Stir in chocolate chips; continue cooking and stirring until melted and smooth.

1.

Place cereal in a large bowl. Pour melted chocolate and peanut butter mixture over cereal and toss
until well coated.

2.

Transfer coated cereal to a large paper sack and pour in confectioners' sugar. Fold down the top of
the bag to seal, hold it tightly, and shake well to coat all cereal pieces.

3.

Source: https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/11229/puppy-chow-i/

F E Z  F O O D I E S
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P U P P Y  C H O W  W I T H  C R I S P I X



INGREDIENTS
1 ounce Peach Schnapps
1/4 ounce Carolans Irish Crème
Dash Grenadine

INSTRUCTIONS
Pour into a shot glass in order listed. 
The Irish Crème coagulates, to give a brain-like appearance
The Grenadine makes it look bloody.

Source: https://www.keyingredient.com/recipes/14359178/bloody-brain-shot/

F E Z  F I Z Z I E S
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B L O O D Y  B R A I N  S H O O T E R

https://www.abcfws.com/fresh-limes/563870
https://www.abcfws.com/fresh-limes/563870
https://www.abcfws.com/fresh-limes/563870
https://www.abcfws.com/mango-madness/mango-madness
https://www.abcfws.com/mango-madness/mango-madness
https://www.abcfws.com/mango-madness/mango-madness
https://www.abcfws.com/mango-madness/mango-madness
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F E Z  F U N
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For dues year 2023, to acknowledge the receipt of the dues (membership) payment, Nobles will
receive one communication, a 6x9 personalized postcard.  The post card informs Nobles of the
following: 

How to download the My FezCard Viewer app to see their newly designed digital membership
car.
How the temple will identify the status of their membership (dues) status, through the My
FezCard Viewer and/or scanning of the QR Code on either the digital card or the gold-colored
hard membership card.
The discontinuation of the sticker mailers from Shriners International direct to members. 

N E W  M E M B E R S H I P  A P P
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M E M B E R S H I P



During your next visit to Almas Temple, take some time to look at the Wall of Honor located in the area
outside the lounge between the two showcases. This project originated in 2016 with the purpose of
commemorating a Shriner who was in some way special to you. A relative who made you aware of the
Shriners organization and its philanthropy, someone who was a mentor, special friend or someone who
made a worthy contribution to a Shrine program. This person does not need to be a member of Almas;
they could be a member of any Shrine Temple. Some of those that have been honored may not be
known to many of our current members, but they were an inspiration to someone. 

Unfortunately, additions to the Wall have not been made for some time. Consider honoring someone in
your past who has assisted you along your way as a Shriner or who you think has been an inspiration to
you by placing a plaque in their name. 

The cost of a plaque is $100. For details on ordering a plaque, please contact Ill.
Fred Evans, PP.
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WALL OF HONOR

M E M B E R S H I P
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W O R D  S E A R C H  A N S W E R S
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                    Scott Miskovic

                    Summit Place Assisted Living
                       491 Highway 17, No. 29566
                            Little River, SC 29566

                     843.658.5554

1995 Charles W. Corey, III
1998 Grant R. Berning
2000 William M. Lanham
2001 Anthony S. Murray
2002 Donald M. Holliday, Sr.
2003 David W. Finn
2004 Kenneth J. Collins
2006 Lonnie L. Ramos
2007 Jeffrey G. Bodie
2009 Donald R. Ferguson, Sr.
2010 Paul Friedlander

2011 Alan L. Gordon
2012 Ricardo Rodriguez Kroger
2013 Rick Hall
2015 Luis G. Cisneros
2016 Fred W. Evans
2017 Michael A. Gordon
2018 Jeffrey D. Holt
2019 Frank Ireton
2020 George Perez
2021 - 2022 George Stoklas, Jr
2023 Carpenter Arpa IV
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COMMITTEES

100 Million Dollar Club, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. ................................202-898-1688
50 Year Members & Past Potentate’s Lunch, ...................................................202-999-0327
By Laws, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. ....................................................................202-898-1688
Children’s Holiday Party, ........................................................................
Custodian of Candidates, William M. Lanham, P.P.......................................301-622-0492
Endowment, Wills & Gifts, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P., .........................202-898-1688
Financial Oversight & Real Estate, Michael A. Gordon, P.P. ...................817-366- 6377
Golf Tournament, Anthony S. Murray, P.P. .........................................................301- 648-0800
Hospital Representative, Michael A. Gordon, P.P. ........................................817- 366- 6377
International Member Relations, Michael A. Gordon,P.P. ......................817- 366- 6377
Installation, Anthony S. Murray, P.P. ........................................................................301- 648-0800
Potentate's Memorial Service, Fred W. Evans, P.P. ......................................301- 460- 1982
Potentate’s Ball, 
Public Relations, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. ...............................................301- 885- 8541
Photographer, Larry Villegas-Perez ........................................................................202-421-  4652
Sick & Shut-In, Bruce D. French ................................................................................301- 942- 0364

UNIT HEADS

Klowns, E. Jay Whitcomb (Director) ..............................................................................301-586-  0121
Greeters, Alan L. Gordon, P.P. ..............................................................................................301-570-8865
Legion of Honor, John D Freemon (Commander) ...............................................423-794-9002
Motor Corps, Eddie Dixon (Director) ..............................................................................301-254-2087
Provost Guard, Fred W. Evans, P.P. ...................................................................................301-460-1982

CLUB HEADS

Cast, Alan L. Gordon, P.P. (Director) ..................................................................................301-570-8865
Cabiri, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. (President) .......................................................301-885-8541
Northwest-BCC Shrine Club, Anthony S. Murray, P.P. (President) ...........301-648-0800
Peruvian Shrine Club, Marco A. Sevaadra (President) .........................................703-477-2814
Southeast Shrine Club, James W. Cloud, Jr. (President) ...................................301-460-1982
Shepherds Club, Carlos Landazuri (President) .........................................................703-282-7612
Yacht Club, Charles Carmichael (Commodore) ......................................................410-956-9618
Maharlika Club, Generoso Calonge    (President) ..................................................703-203-4416

Club Shriners del Uruguay
Alfredo Morato' (President) .................................................................alfredomorato3@gmail.com
Almas Brasilia Shriners Club
AustriaShrineClub,JohannesKoller(President)         ............johannes.koller@gmx.com

INSURANCE ADVISORY

Scott Wallace, Chairman
Miguel Banagan

Daniel A. Huertas, PGM
Neil E. Hare, Temple Attorney

JURISPRUDENCE AND LAW

Neil E. Hare, Temple Attorney

WAREHOUSE

Frank Ireton, P.P., Manager

SPHINX CLUB BOARD
 OF DIRECTORS

Melvin E. Harrison, 
President

Bruce McMullen, 
Vice President 

Jeffrey D. Holt

Mike Gordon, P.P.

Fred W. Evans, P.P.

Carpenter Arpa, Potentate

Dominador Carreon
Chief Rabban

Alan L. Gordon, P.P., Treasurer

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P.,
Secretary
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ELECTED DIVAN/BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CARPENTER ARPA IV 
Potentate 

DOMINADOR CARREON.
Chief Rabban

CHARLES L. CARMICHAEL
Assistant Rabban 

WILLIAM G. HINTON III
High Priest & Prophet 

JUAN J. TASSANO
Oriental Guide 

MICHAEL A. GORDON, P.P. 
Treasurer 

DONALD R. FERGUSON, SR. P.P. ................202-898-1688
Recorder dferguson@almasshriners.org
[If you need to contact a DIVAN please reach out to
Don Ferguson]

APPOINTED DIVAN

Anand Trivedi .............,....................................First Ceremonial Master 

John J. Pardalis  ....................................Second Ceremonial Master 

Mark A. Dela Cruz  ............................................................................ Director 

William H. Hinton...............................................................................Marshall 

Generoso Calonge .............................................Captain of the Guard

Jeremy Barnes ...........................................................................Outer Guard

Fred W. Evans, P.P. ...............................................................301-502-5062
Chaplain -  fwevans@verizon.net

Jeffrey G. Bodie, P.P. ......................................................... 240-477-0058
Chaplain - senecajgb@comcast.net

Randall A. Schoch ................................................................301-437-7161
Chaplain - rabbirandy42@gmail.com

COLONEL’S STAFF

M. Frank Ireton, P.P. ..............................................................301-254-5893
Colonel of the Units fireton@mac.com

Charles “Chuck” Russell .....................................................410-231-8200
Lt. Colonel of the Units charles.c.russell@gmail.com

EMERITUS MEMBERS

Raymond F. McMullen ..................................................Recorder
George E. Whetzel ............................................................Recorder
Anthony S. Murray, P.P. .................................................Trustee
Melvin E. Harrison .............................................................Treasurer
Alan L. Gordon, P.P. .........................................................Treasurer

SPECIAL ADVISOR
MWB & Noble Annas Fadludeen Kamara,

Past Grand Master of Masons of the 
District of Columbia 2023

MEMBERSHIP
Charles L, Carmichael Chairman .................443-388-4900
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