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February 1 marks the beginning of Black History Month, celebrated annually. It was officially recognized by
President Gerald Ford in 1976 and, each year since then, has had an annual theme. The Association for the Study of
African American Life and History this year has chosen the theme of African Americans and the Arts––a celebration
of African, Caribbean, and Black American leadership in visual and performing arts, literature, fashion, folklore,
language, film, music, architecture, culinary arts, and other forms of cultural expression. We have all benefited from
the amazing contributions that Black Artists across the full spectrum of the arts have added to our lives and
culture. Needless to say, we would not be the same country and society without those. As we proceed through the
month, take the time to recognize and appreciate this important heritage.
 
Totally independent of the theme described above, our programs this year will focus on interactive fun activities
and showcasing our temple to the various lodges within the DC, MD, VA area. It is important to clearly describe and
define the core values of Shriners Children’s Hospital which is the foundation of Shriners’ culture and mission. In
addition, both of these programs will help with membership recruitment, engagement, and retention.

While we have been fortunate to save our temple building by leasing our ballroom, we cannot deny the fact of our
continued decline in membership numbers each year. As I have mentioned in every business meeting,
membership recruitment, engagement, and retention should be in every noble’s goal daily. As we all know, the only
permanent thing in this world is “Change”. With that said, I ask that you help our temple evolve to the changing
times while preserving some of our traditions and developing new ones that will attract and adapt to the
expectation of the younger masons. Our strong masonic bond of brotherhood connects all of us as we navigate
through life together, lending strength and compassion in hard times, fun, and fellowship through the years.

Yours in the faith,

 Potentate 2023-24
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Nobles,

Greetings!

My sincerest thanks to the entire nobility for their confidence in me to serve our temple for
another year as your Potentate. It is truly a great honor and privilege to be given this
opportunity to serve. As we enter the new year, I want to thank our Divan and members of
each of the event committees for all their support this past year, not only to Lady Marcia
and myself, but also to all Almas Shriners.
 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fasalh.org%2Fblack-history-themes%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce292f7a87bdc4293d12e08dc24efbcec%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638425859289705227%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2XvuwrEnMQel5oPs2SoLpdHJWrEn%2F9v8CdXgglTBT3g%3D&reserved=0
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Almas Past Potentates at the 2024 Almas
Installation of Officers
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2024 Installation of Almas Shrine Officers
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U S P = S H A R I N G
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2024 Installation of Almas Shrine Officers
Featuring Almas Greeters
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Almas SE Shrine Club installation of officers 
at the 

Mama Stella Ristorante Italiano at Clinton, MD
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H T T P S : / / W W W . F R E E M A S O N . C O M / H A R R Y - H O U D I N I /  For the full story:
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https://www.wildabouthoudini.com/2011/12/yes-houdini-was-mason.html


February 11, 2024 - Chinese New Year Parade 2 PM Save the Date - See flyer below.  More details
to follow.

February 17, 2024 - Masonic Event - Family Breakfast from 8 - 10 AM (See flyer below)

February 19, 2024 - President’s Day

March 17, 2024 - St Patrick’s Day

April 13, 2024 - Cherry Blossom Parade  10 AM Save the Date - See flyer below. More details to
follow. 

June 29, 2024 - Blood Drive 8 AM- 1 PM See flyer below.

SURVEY FOR UPCOMING HOSPITAL VISIT:
https://www.almasshriners.org/philadelphia-hospital-visit/
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UPCOMING EVENTS and HOLIDAYS

https://www.almasshriners.org/philadelphia-hospital-visit/
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Greeters Club
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B R O T H E R  R U L I ’ S  B O O K  W I L L  B E  A V A I L A B L E  A T  T H E  M E E T I N G  F O R  $ 3 0 . 0 0  P E R  C O P Y .

P A Y M E N T  M A Y  B E  M A D E  B Y  E I T H E R  C A S H  O R  C R E D I T  C A R D .

A L S O  I F  Y O U  I F  Y O U  S A Y  Y O U  A R E  C O M I N G  A N D  D O  N O T  S H O W ,  Y O U  W I L L  B E

R E S P O N S I B L E  F O R  T H E  C O S T  O F  Y O U R  M E A L
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The Almas Shrine Legion of Honor held our regular meeting on October 5, 2023 at Almas Shrine. This was
our first meeting since the MASA Fall Session and was our election for the officers that with serve for the
next two years 2024/2025. The following nobles where elected; Noble John Freemom, Commander,
Noble Harold Sebastian, Lt. Commander, Ill. Sir Tony Murray, PP/PIC, Adjutant, Noble Robin Bodie,
Finance Officer.

The purpose of the Legion of Honor it to perpetuate the memory of those who have made the ultimate
sacrifice in the service of their country. We cultivate a spirit of comradeship among the members and
foster Patriotism and a Love of Country.

If you are Shriner in good standing of a Shrine Center of this Order who is a member or former member of
the Armed Forces of the United States of America, or her Allies, and have received an Honorable Discharge
from your last service or can produce evidence of such honorable service, come join the unit.

The Almas Legion of Honor meets Six (6) times a year, following the Business Meeting of Almas Shrine on
the first Thursday of the month. (January, March, May, August, October, and December).

Almas Legion is a member of the Mid-Atlantic Shrine Association Legions of Honor and the International
Association Legions of Honor. MASA LOH has it’s annual meeting in spring and is set by the MASA LOH
Commander. The IALOH holds their annual meeting in the spring and is set by the International
Commander. The IALOH also conducts an annual Wreath Laying at the Tomb of the Unknown, in
Arlington, VA the first weekend of November each year. This has been done for over Forty (40) years. For
more information about the IALOH visit the Web at IALOH.org.

It is and Honor to be a member of the Legion of Honor. For information about the Almas Legion Contact
the Commander or Adjutant.

Anthony S. “Tony” Murray, PP/PIC
Adjutant, Almas Legion of Honor

C L U B  N E W S
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Almas Legion of Honor



INGREDIENTS
2 ounces* Irish cream (like Baileys)
1 ounce creme de cacao
1 ounce vodka
Cocoa powder and brown sugar, for the rim (optional)
Chocolate syrup (optional)
Grated chocolate, for the garnish (optional)

DIRECTIONS
Prepare the glass: Wet the rim of a martini glass. Spread 1 tablespoon each cocoa powder and brown
sugar on a plate, stir them together and spread into a single layer. Dip the outside of the rim of the
glass into the plate. If desired, pour a swirl of chocolate syrup into the martini glass.

1.

Add the Irish cream, creme de cacao and vodka to a cocktail shaker. Fill it with 2 handfuls of ice and
shake it until cold.

2.

Strain the drink into the prepared glass. If desired, garnish with grated chocolate.3.

Source: https://www.acouplecooks.com/chocolatini/#tasty-recipes-124311-jump-target
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C H O C O L A T I N I

https://amzn.to/3Sgd0mX


INGREDIENTS
2 (8 ounce) packages semisweet baking chocolate
16 ounces cream-filled chocolate sandwich cookies (such as Oreo), divided
1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese, softened

INSTRUCTIONS
Melt chocolate in a saucepan over low heat, stirring occasionally, 4 to 6 minutes.1.
While the chocolate is melting, place 9 cream-filled sandwich cookies in a food processor and
blend until finely crushed. Transfer crumbs to a bowl and reserve for decorating.

2.

Add remaining cookies to the food processor and blend until finely crushed. Transfer crumbs to
a large bowl and stir in cream cheese; mix until well-blended. Roll mixture into 42 balls, about 1-
inch in diameter.

3.

Place each ball in melted chocolate and use two forks to roll it until fully coated. Lift the ball
with both forks and allow excess chocolate to drip off.

4.

Place coated truffle on a wax paper-lined baking sheet and sprinkle with reserved cookie
crumbs to decorate. Repeat to make remaining truffles.

5.

Refrigerate truffles until firm, at least 1 hour. Keep in the refrigerator until just before serving.
Enjoy!

6.

Source: https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/127491/easy-oreo-truffles/
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E A S Y  O R E O  T R U F F L E S
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Care of a Lodge - p1
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Care of a Lodge - p2
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For dues year 2023, to acknowledge the receipt of the dues (membership) payment, Nobles will
receive one communication, a 6x9 personalized postcard.  The post card informs Nobles of the
following: 

How to download the My FezCard Viewer app to see their newly designed digital membership
car.
How the temple will identify the status of their membership (dues) status, through the My
FezCard Viewer and/or scanning of the QR Code on either the digital card or the gold-colored
hard membership card.
The discontinuation of the sticker mailers from Shriners International direct to members. 

N E W  M E M B E R S H I P  A P P
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M E M B E R S H I P



During your next visit to Almas Temple, take some time to look at the Wall of Honor located in the area
outside the lounge between the two showcases. This project originated in 2016 with the purpose of
commemorating a Shriner who was in some way special to you. A relative who made you aware of the
Shriners organization and its philanthropy, someone who was a mentor, special friend or someone who
made a worthy contribution to a Shrine program. This person does not need to be a member of Almas;
they could be a member of any Shrine Temple. Some of those that have been honored may not be
known to many of our current members, but they were an inspiration to someone. 

Unfortunately, additions to the Wall have not been made for some time. Consider honoring someone in
your past who has assisted you along your way as a Shriner or who you think has been an inspiration to
you by placing a plaque in their name. 

The cost of a plaque is $100. For details on ordering a plaque, please contact Ill.
Fred Evans, PP.
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WALL OF HONOR

M E M B E R S H I P
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                    Scott Miskovic

                    Summit Place Assisted Living
                       491 Highway 17, No. 29566
                            Little River, SC 29566

                     843.658.5554

1995 Charles W. Corey, III
1998 Grant R. Berning
2000 William M. Lanham
2001 Anthony S. Murray
2002 Donald M. Holliday, Sr.
2003 David W. Finn
2004 Kenneth J. Collins
2006 Lonnie L. Ramos
2007 Jeffrey G. Bodie
2009 Donald R. Ferguson, Sr.
2010 Paul Friedlander

2011 Alan L. Gordon
2012 Ricardo Rodriguez Kroger
2013 Rick Hall
2015 Luis G. Cisneros
2016 Fred W. Evans
2017 Michael A. Gordon
2018 Jeffrey D. Holt
2019 Frank Ireton
2020 George Perez
2021 - 2022 George Stoklas, Jr
2023 Carpenter Arpa IV
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COMMITTEES

100 Million Dollar Club, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. ................................202-898-1688
50 Year Members & Past Potentate’s Lunch, ...................................................202-999-0327
By Laws, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. ....................................................................202-898-1688
Children’s Holiday Party, ........................................................................
Custodian of Candidates, William M. Lanham, P.P.......................................301-622-0492
Endowment, Wills & Gifts, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P., .........................202-898-1688
Financial Oversight & Real Estate, Michael A. Gordon, P.P. ...................817-366- 6377
Golf Tournament, Anthony S. Murray, P.P. .........................................................301- 648-0800
Hospital Representative, Michael A. Gordon, P.P. ........................................817- 366- 6377
International Member Relations, Michael A. Gordon,P.P. ......................817- 366- 6377
Installation, Anthony S. Murray, P.P. ........................................................................301- 648-0800
Potentate's Memorial Service, Fred W. Evans, P.P. ......................................301- 460- 1982
Potentate’s Ball, 
Public Relations, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. ...............................................301- 885- 8541
Photographer, Larry Villegas-Perez ........................................................................202-421-  4652
Sick & Shut-In, Bruce D. French ................................................................................301- 942- 0364

UNIT HEADS

Klowns, E. Jay Whitcomb (Director) ..............................................................................301-586-  0121
Greeters, Alan L. Gordon, P.P. ..............................................................................................301-570-8865
Legion of Honor, John D Freemon (Commander) ...............................................423-794-9002
Motor Corps, Eddie Dixon (Director) ..............................................................................301-254-2087
Provost Guard, Fred W. Evans, P.P. ...................................................................................301-460-1982

CLUB HEADS

Cast, Alan L. Gordon, P.P. (Director) ..................................................................................301-570-8865
Cabiri, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. (President) .......................................................301-885-8541
Northwest-BCC Shrine Club, Anthony S. Murray, P.P. (President) ...........301-648-0800
Peruvian Shrine Club, Marco A. Sevaadra (President) .........................................703-477-2814
Southeast Shrine Club, James W. Cloud, Jr. (President) ...................................301-460-1982
Shepherds Club, Carlos Landazuri (President) .........................................................703-282-7612
Yacht Club, Charles Carmichael (Commodore) ......................................................410-956-9618
Maharlika Club, Generoso Calonge    (President) ..................................................703-203-4416

Club Shriners del Uruguay
Alfredo Morato' (President) .................................................................alfredomorato3@gmail.com
Almas Brasilia Shriners Club
AustriaShrineClub,JohannesKoller(President)         ............johannes.koller@gmx.com

INSURANCE ADVISORY

Scott Wallace, Chairman
Miguel Banagan

Daniel A. Huertas, PGM
Neil E. Hare, Temple Attorney

JURISPRUDENCE AND LAW

Neil E. Hare, Temple Attorney

WAREHOUSE

Frank Ireton, P.P., Manager

SPHINX CLUB BOARD
 OF DIRECTORS

Melvin E. Harrison, 
President

Bruce McMullen, 
Vice President 

Jeffrey D. Holt

Mike Gordon, P.P.

Fred W. Evans, P.P.

Carpenter Arpa, Potentate

Dominador Carreon
Chief Rabban

Alan L. Gordon, P.P., Treasurer

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P.,
Secretary
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ELECTED DIVAN/BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CARPENTER ARPA IV 
Potentate 

DOMINADOR CARREON.
Chief Rabban

CHARLES L. CARMICHAEL
Assistant Rabban 

WILLIAM G. HINTON III
High Priest & Prophet 

JUAN J. TASSANO
Oriental Guide 

MICHAEL A. GORDON, P.P. 
Treasurer 

DONALD R. FERGUSON, SR. P.P. ................202-898-1688
Recorder dferguson@almasshriners.org
[If you need to contact a DIVAN please reach out to
Don Ferguson]

APPOINTED DIVAN

Anand Trivedi .............,....................................First Ceremonial Master 

John J. Pardalis  ....................................Second Ceremonial Master 

Mark A. Dela Cruz  ............................................................................ Director 

William H. Hinton ...............................................................................Marshal 

Generoso Calonge .............................................Captain of the Guard

Jeremy Barnes ...........................................................................Outer Guard

Fred W. Evans, P.P. ...............................................................301-502-5062
Chaplain -  fwevans@verizon.net

Jeffrey G. Bodie, P.P. ......................................................... 240-477-0058
Chaplain - senecajgb@comcast.net

Randall A. Schoch ................................................................301-437-7161
Chaplain - rabbirandy42@gmail.com

COLONEL’S STAFF

M. Frank Ireton, P.P. ..............................................................301-254-5893
Colonel of the Units fireton@mac.com

Charles “Chuck” Russell .....................................................410-231-8200
Lt. Colonel of the Units charles.c.russell@gmail.com

EMERITUS MEMBERS

Raymond F. McMullen ..................................................Recorder
George E. Whetzel ............................................................Recorder
Anthony S. Murray, P.P. .................................................Trustee
Melvin E. Harrison .............................................................Treasurer
Alan L. Gordon, P.P. .........................................................Treasurer

SPECIAL ADVISOR
MWB & Noble Annas Fadludeen Kamara,

Past Grand Master of Masons of the 
District of Columbia 2023

MEMBERSHIP
Charles L, Carmichael Chairman .................443-388-4900
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Almas Temple Chartered June 14, 1886
137 Years of Service

Almas Alibi
1315 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
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